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NESBIiP September 2026 Update

Elgin Oakwood Bioblitz Results

- 111 Species Recorded

On 10 July, people of all ages gathered at Elgin
Oakwood for a day of wildlife discovery,
learning and exploration. Armed with curiosity,
cameras, notebooks and a keen eye for nature,
participants joined experts to uncover the
incredible biodiversity hidden within this special
woodland.

Now, a few months later, the final results of the
Elgin Bioblitz from NESBReC are in. And they
paint a fantastic picture of the wildlife thriving
right on Elgin’s doorstep.

Read the results here

Watch: NESCAN Bi-Monthly
Meeting NESBIiP Talk

This month I joined the NESCAN Bi-Monthly
meeting to talk about NESBiP's CWNE events
and about how we could bring scything back to
North East Scotland.

Watch it here

00:00 - 05:57 - Introduction to NESBIiP

05:57 - 11:13 - NESBIiP Big 5 CWNE Event
11:13 - 32:54 - Bringing Scything to North East
Scotland
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We’'d like to get some scope on whether a
scything group is feasible in North East
Scotland. We would love it if you spent 3-
minutes of your time filling_in this survey.
Thank you!
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https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/
https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/our-biodiversity-in-the-north-east-of-scotland/nesbip-big-5/
https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/projects/discover-woodland-wildlife-elgin/
https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/projects/discover-woodland-wildlife-elgin/
https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/news/elgin-bioblitz-results/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VFZxr73wU5E
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/NUpzZiCcQS
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/NUpzZiCcQS
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Help Butterflies & Caterpillars
In North East Scotland

The Big Butterfly Count 2026 showed mixed
results for UK butterflies, with warm weather
benefiting many species. However, Butterfly
Conservation warns that the effects of extreme
summer  weather may impact  future
populations, as healthy habitats for eggs and
caterpillars are essential. Prolonged heat could
damage food plants vital for caterpillars. You ca
help by taking simple actions to support
butterflies (and moths) at all life stages in
gardens and community spaces.

Read our top 5 recommendations to help.

The role of behaviour change

In biodiversity conservation

The IUCN document “The role of behaviour change in biodiversity conservation”
stresses that biodiversity conservation centers on people. It highlights that human
behaviors drive major threats to nature, such as habitat loss and climate change,
making behavior change crucial for effective conservation. At NESBiP one ourr
partnership objectives is promoting positive action in nature across North East
Scotland. We do this through citizen science, enhance biodiversity and community
engagement, fostering connections between people and wildlife for lasting benefits.

You can read the full docuement here

Nature Connectedness - Free

University of Derby Course

Discover a new way of thinking about your relationship with the natural world with the
free Nature Connectedness: For a New Relationship with Nature online course from the
University of Derby. Through practical activities and thought-provoking insights, the
course explores how a deeper connection with nature can improve wellbeing while
inspiring positive action for wildlife and the environment. Whether you're passionate
about biodiversity or simply looking to spend more meaningful time outdoors, this self-
paced course offers an engaging introduction to the growing field of nature
connectedness.
Find out more and sign up
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https://engage.iucn.org/group/iucn-commission-education-and-communication-2026-2029/topic/role-behaviour-change
https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/news/help-butterflies-in-north-east-scotland/
https://www.derby.ac.uk/short-courses-cpd/online/free-courses/nature-connectedness-relationship-with-nature/
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How our relationship with

Newbu
changed.:

)

h's Grey Seals has

Snapshot of history

Speaking of behaviour change and
conservation, SRUC PhD Student Claire is back
with a new blog! Discover how our relationship
with Newburgh's iconic seal colony has evolved
over the years, and what this tells us about
living alongside wildlife on our coast.

Read it here

Help shape the future of
Aberdeen’s Core Paths

Aberdeen City Council is seeking views on
proposed improvements to 21 Core Paths
across the city, helping make them more
accessible, welcoming and enjoyable for
everyone.

Whether you use them regularly or not, now is
your chance to share your thoughts.

Consultation closes 5th October

Tree Seed Gathering Season

From 21% September to 21 October it is The
Tree Council’'s Seed Gathering Season. An
opportunity to learn how to grow trees from
seeds you've collected yourself.

Learn more here

Last year, we wrote a blog to give you some
extra tips and what trees are native to North
East Scotland.

Read it here
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https://aberdeenmarinemammalproject.blogspot.com/2026/09/how-our-relationship-with-newburghs.html
https://treecouncil.org.uk/seasonal-campaigns/seed-gathering-season/
https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/news/tree-seed-gathering-season/?fbclid=IwY2xjawUpv7dleHRuA2FlbQIxMABwZG9mAWJyaWQRMXJUQm9jbDl0OFQzOW9YVzBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEei5eHUydUMmxnOVwlmOh5Ev8Gco9YJIH4mjHHlwtsJoCJYGPAGelsTTEQPHg_aem_Mi08YUEU4ey6CfDC0Ffo4g
https://www.facebook.com/AberdeenCC?__cft__[0]=AZjKpUicD0O8HFJVKD-AZMJlM33Ffd9qJDq0TlDRsWcAnRukmCgVrDGX-u2VyT8EXFwfDnVNVA4tcKlbr2jb_vrK_urNZCnsh9I3PdqGybNSoEIvm_o2coHucHw-i1tnSc2skr0XYTFjdf06w_uiPj1tWWAsKmEW8-KqzwyM9XJiKZdjXV5Kmrn3PWs&__tn__=-]K-R
https://aberdeencorepaths.walking-the-talk.co.uk/
https://aberdeencorepaths.walking-the-talk.co.uk/
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Share your views -
Cairngorms National

Park and Amphibian and
Reptile Conservation

Live or work in, or even visit, the Cairngorms
National Park and/or Scotland’s northeast coast?

Help develop a new and exciting project that will
create, restore and reconnect wetland habitats
across the area.

The project will rediscover and revive “ghost
ponds” - historic ponds lost to infilling or neglect
- alongside the creation of new ponds and
enhancement of existing ponds, peat pools, and
wet grasslands to rewet landscapes for the
benefit of invertebrates, amphibians and other
wildlife.

© Abbie Ferrar

Fill in the survey here

Great Scottish Squirrel Survey

5t to 11" October is your chance to submit your
squirrel sightings to Saving Scotland’s Red
Squirrels.

You can report both red and grey squirrels to
provide them with a snapsnot of how our
beautiful red squirrels are doing. Record can take
place from anywhere in Scotland, not just the
North East.

Find out more and submit here
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https://scottishsquirrels.org.uk/2026-great-scottish-squirrel-survey/?fbclid=IwY2xjawUpzJZleHRuA2FlbQIxMABwZG9mA2JyaWQRMXJUQm9jbDl0OFQzOW9YVzBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZA81MTQ3NzE1NjkyMjgwNjEAAR6BLekrd3d8GMHmCoS6D4ier-cMUYr-DVRqOlMhej6ACpme3RtdojgbPPWRuA_aem_PWNH0Ks8zijfccCsOgjzlg
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdScStYjdJlko0vWMc_3ww8jHRhXGCghGics1cDY1j1GrWjDg/viewform
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Upcoming Events

e Plenty Festival Day, Sunday 4™ October. 12:00 - 16:00. The Barn, Banchory <~
More information

« Safeguarding the future for Scotland's rarest insects. Thursday 15™ October. 19:30 -
21:00. Online. <~ Book here

» Froglife’s Online Research Conference. Wednesday 21 October. 13:30 - 16:30.

Online. <~ Book here

« Regional Marine Planning Forum 2026. Wednesday 28" October. 10:00 - 16:00.
Discover Quay, Dundee. <~ Book here

o CWNE Events still running until 4" October <~ Check them out

« Aberdeenshire Council Countryside Rangers <~ Upcoming Events

o Aberdeen City Council Countryside Rangers <~ Upcoming_Events

« NESBReC <~ Upcoming_Events

Other Updates

¢ NESBIP is now on LinkedIn <~ Connect with us!

e Have you ever been involved in translocation amphibians and reptiles in the UK?
Froglife are looking for experts to help with future recommendations <~ Take part

» Help People’s Trust for Endangered Species and monitor mammals <~ Find out
more

e Seaton Park Wetland has been designated a Local Nature Conservation Site <~ Find
out more

» Saving Wildcats celebrates landmark 50 wildcat releases <~ Read more about their
journey here

e Did you miss our previous newsletter and would like to catch up? Find them on our
website <~ NESBiP Monthly Newsletter

Abbie’'s Favourite Photo of

the month!

This new addition to the newsletter has been added because Abbie (like many of you)
has been struggling with all the wildfires, negative news stories and just feeing like
everything is getting worse. She decided to add this in as a little positivity.

I might be cheating a little this month, because
I took this photo myself. This is Malcolm
scything at the annual Tomintoul wildflower
meadow communit scything day. There is
something about the pink of the rose bay willow
herb, and the green of the meadow that makes
me smile when I see it. ~
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/nesbip/
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=xDv6T_zswEiQgPXkP_kOXwC-9x6PHx9GrA-UKAocTclUNVVUMTVXQ0RBN0cwWlkwSENQSFVOS1Y0Ti4u&route=shorturl
https://ptes.org/get-involved/surveys/garden/living-with-mammals/
https://ptes.org/get-involved/surveys/garden/living-with-mammals/
https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/news/protection-for-nature-scaled-up
https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/news/protection-for-nature-scaled-up
https://www.savingwildcats.org.uk/50wildcatsreleased?fbclid=IwY2xjawUp3ylleHRuA2FlbQIxMABwZG9mAWJyaWQRMXJUQm9jbDl0OFQzOW9YVzBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEem9CIApZYIV5cVXPnMygUmjwyf0dBboNLVA3qw8PZz-4SEGdTvTY9svWHy5I_aem_X9LbVQJNiVEOtP7fvoBUmA
https://www.savingwildcats.org.uk/50wildcatsreleased?fbclid=IwY2xjawUp3ylleHRuA2FlbQIxMABwZG9mAWJyaWQRMXJUQm9jbDl0OFQzOW9YVzBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEem9CIApZYIV5cVXPnMygUmjwyf0dBboNLVA3qw8PZz-4SEGdTvTY9svWHy5I_aem_X9LbVQJNiVEOtP7fvoBUmA
https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/news/nesbip-monthly-newsletter/?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9kdiybMVOHzrwDOiBEGyD6H5pum9BwzGjTXlnwiX4DvBWpJ2iY_qNfdElNpxHZu4lOqnbd
https://thebarnarts.ticketsolve.com/ticketbooth/shows/1173676262?fbclid=IwY2xjawUorf1leHRuA2FlbQIxMABwZG9mAWJyaWQRMXJUQm9jbDl0OFQzOW9YVzBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeFzKcTVNVi7AVZ4Li4TIUrfYBASlNwQYX8_MXvSXfwaR-WXaChW7R7mBQMlI_aem_-rhOY36UOIr0DUkbIAfPsg
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/safeguarding-the-future-for-scotlands-rarest-insects-online-talk-tickets-2002052829908?utm_id=97758_v0_s00_e0_tv4_a1demo0ebldtra&fbclid=IwY2xjawUpy8RleHRuA2FlbQIxMABwZG9mA2JyaWQRMXJUQm9jbDl0OFQzOW9YVzBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZA81MTQ3NzE1NjkyMjgwNjEAAR7ch-8BEqwLpILjEO3EdYwHc2sdJLc2Tuw6KIjjECldlQS7nIubYR_IjIxspQ_aem_zBQtzd5GCra-TM6H1lLkPQ
https://www.froglife.org/event/froglife-online-research-conference-2026/
https://climateweeknortheast.org/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/aberdeenshire-council-ranger-service-18556211547?_gl=1*lsa4j5*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTU0NzU5NDY4LjE3NTA5NTM5NzQ.*_ga_TQVES5V6SH*czE3NTA5NTM5NzMkbzEkZzEkdDE3NTA5NTQwMjMkajEwJGwwJGgw
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/aberdeen-city-council-countryside-ranger-service-18538557830?_gl=1*1eakvyi*_up*MQ..*_ga*MzM1MTk0NDUzLjE3NTA5NTQxMzM.*_ga_TQVES5V6SH*czE3NTA5NTQxMzMkbzEkZzAkdDE3NTA5NTQxMzMkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/north-east-scotland-biological-records-centre-61064458853
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