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NESBIiP July 2026 Update

Aberdeen City Wide Bioblitz
happening soon!

Discover Nature « Record Wildlife « Be Part of Something Big

Friday 14 August 2026 @ Main Hub Open: 10:00am to 4:00pm

Main Hub ; The James Hutton Institute

Join communities, families, nature lovers and wildlife experts for a city-wide celebration
of Aberdeen's biodiversity. Take part in free wildlife activities, discover local species and

help build a picture of nature across the city.

Featured Activities

¥Z Den Burn Restoration Walk

% Mammals at Dusk (Seals, Badgers & Bats)
& Sunset Rock Pooling

& Fungi Forays

s Drop-in Nature Activities & Expert Support

Moth Trapping
& Wildflower Workshop
4% Bumblebee BioBlitz
& SeaWatch Marine Wildlife Surveys
% Seabird & Coastal Wildlife Activities

Free to attend Suitable for beginners and nature enthusiasts

Family-friendly activities Wildlife recording across Aberdeen

Explore your local area, record wildlife and help uncover Aberdeen's

biodiversity!
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Find out more and book your

place on a guided activity

v
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https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/
https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/our-biodiversity-in-the-north-east-of-scotland/nesbip-big-5/
https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/news/aberdeen-city-wide-bioblitz-2026/
https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/news/aberdeen-city-wide-bioblitz-2026/
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New to wildlife spotting?

We've put together a handy guide packed
with:

e Wildlife identification resources

e Recording tips for beginners

e Advice on taking useful wildlife photos

e Ways to submit your sightings to

NESBReC

You don't need to identify everything you
see. In fact, focusing on just one group,
such as birds, butterflies, bees, or
wildflowers, is a great way to get started.

Read it here

Could heatwaves be
affecting our bumblebees?

Although North East Scotland is unlikely to
experience the 40°C temperatures seen
elsewhere in the UK, warmer summers and
more frequent hot spells can still impact our
important pollinators.

In our latest blog, we explore what recent
research tells us about bumblebees and
heatwaves, and how people across North
East Scotland can make a difference.

Read it here.

Big Butterfly Count

Butterfly Conservation’s annual Big Butterfly Count
is well underway, and you can play your part in
ensuring there is a future for butterflies and moths.
All you need to do is:

e Find a sunny spot

e Spend 15 minutes spotting butterflies & moths

e Record how many & what species you see

Get out for the count
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https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nesbiodiversity.org.uk%2Fnews%2Fhelp-bumblebees-in-a-heatwave%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExRUc2SE5FaUNWWVdSa1BoM3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5eno8n5fZqtqsB67HC1KojlSC-KkP5JAjiqAfYIyBfDJ6Gc47CWhl9b28-Qg_aem_4NGEym44UQIaJ1NMdI3pVw&h=AUBQh_n5I0LIdNFva0SRrsB8pC8ZST1n6w6FONwj8z1C3f3MCmI-oduELNziV66bGdndqTUoXeoGmUg-WNzlDFbIFKK-8Bpukn2q8S5iEY43S0kY7sL_fs82PYw2ADnFX8F61FlWXIDGOA&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AUC-8VcxkKaRgScazDXX9DqspwdHkEXO9YdfiYzN7f9Y-3-jqFn9mt1odvmO971WiE47uJEnsWQAuH0VxwPKe6D7Mfm71imQ8ftZSq6G01vH0c4HCjx_Gqa3L4Lq4Dm-LLRIUATDp-cCo-YfzeDH1skW03AJXdNfOY9vVSq1Ve5ta_9RUpIAIfsQSxTIeezqcbIXKNA8a2Htv758qwURBUypFw
https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/news/aberdeen-bioblitz-wildlife-identification/?fbclid=IwY2xjawTW8L5leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFFRzZITkVpQ1ZZV1JrUGgzc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHvHAjklbXVFQicveDqJ80B7CONOVPC2aVjSn1tse93Ck0Y13raDab0vvqLmg_aem_wlLEeKo1QxZUAyoUSNH4Yw
https://www.facebook.com/savebutterflies?__cft__[0]=AZa8J3OxOQ3EiL9pDhtqIMV3vxKQjx3wKk8EWKBHNzo4WmXhDHjOtoCr5e7_7yML_sBYwk0TYF5BYZEmWAIIHI4K6CMFkF3edzLrxg1SxDKzwuhzL8rCwRceXQ4CR33iceiUY1bRVrFmGnhDw4kR1kW0WFBF2NXrA02fKJYQdxLl4j7FtvkIZZIVVKv1nlhxGnQ&__tn__=-]K-R
http://bigbutterflycount.org/
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New blog from the

Aberdeen Marine
Mammal Project!

As Claire moves into the desk-based phase of
her PhD, she reflects on all the fantastic
beach walks, seal sightings and fieldwork
updates she's shared over the years.

Read it here

NESBi1P Wildflower &
Scything Workshops

New dates have now been added for our Wildflower and Scything Workshops,
following a fantastic start to the programme. Our first session went beautifully, with
glorious weather, plenty of enthusiasm, and lots of learning shared throughout the
day. Upcoming sessions include:

Tomintoul Wildflower Meadow - Friday 4th September (Wildflower & Scything)
Brawely Head, Fraserburgh - Saturday 12" September (Wildflower & Scything)
Ury Riverside Park — Saturday 19th September (Wildflower & Scything)

Old Walled Garden, Tarland - Sunday 20th September (Scything)

If you'd like to get involved and build your skills while supporting biodiversity, take a
look at the upcoming_sessions here.
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https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/projects/nesbip-wildflower-scything-workshops-2026/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aberdeenmarinemammals.org%2Fnews%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExRUc2SE5FaUNWWVdSa1BoM3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7yKUQYbmZ8-7YwEPs6uPDbsV2kPnPbOJZKxHVb4q6cHzlLQydmX41ZCQjNMA_aem_ZvpUTsQBjIv7Z9ypuvJ_OQ&h=AUBCTk8hJ0sU7I1LJaMzDb4I4vmzd4bLrgWeM_5OpldBy7WW3n-hNql4mgoGREoPLxgigpvxxTcZTltvrOG7YfAJP9-jmXZDxWNUa1BUgnYkxmPNIgBmLDBcHQSerlGz2HlxcQoQMroy4A&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AUA9m3tS7U5d6Ht4whlRt5Go5-wUFHNM0FLwcax1aDonfzQGYDarofN2kNvKrEUSuAHwW-c1vW8UO0rE8cptcotVPakFyuMP4_mbyGBv9m6GU9q2C52LXfoyLP23M35D-gorvnN25SJKf52sRYk6JC9MlMTujo882YOiuFch4juvU-oGyUeawLfj0L-Ro16U0jprMzpj5IcbNFQDmARZsNEKMg

BIG Biodjversity

4 ?”mv’fﬂ!? ,-;ra
Five

R RS NORTH
NESBiP @ EAST

Tomintoul Wildflower

Meadow Update - Collect
your seeds!

The Glenlivet Estate have recently add this
excellent innovative to the Tomintoul
Wildflower Meadow. Free wildflower seeds!

Tl Ower Sceds

Flease rake a packet of seeds To

During the seed collecting season they will S i yer v Green space.
collect seeds and place them in envelopes in a ' 7 (
tin located on site for anyone to take away
and sow.

It is still early in the season for seeds but a
group of wonderful volunteers from
Changeworks collected some yellow rattle
seeds to start you off!

Learn more about the meadow here.

Could the Small Scabious
Mining Bee be hiding on
Deeside?

L]

Ry, (Rare This rare bee has not yet been recorded on
Rlc IN THE CAIRNGORMS . . .

) Deeside, but we hope to find it. Volunteers are
Exploring the invited to help survey potential habitats and
Worldofthe search for the species, with training available for
Sma]l Scabious beginners.

Mining Bee

15 August 2026 10:00 - 14:00

Free entry Find out more and view potential survey

areas.

Join a guided walk and talk around
Boat of Garten to discover one of
Scotland's rarest mining bees.

Join the Small Scabious Mining Bee Discovery Day
at Boat of Garten on 15 August (10am to 2pm).
To book a place, email
rare.invertebrates@rspb.org.uk.

For more information about invertebrate surveys
across Deeside and how to get involved, contact

For more information Annie Ives at annie.ives@rspb.org.uk or 07725

Please confirm attendance by 219 128
emailing )
Rare.Invertebrates@rspb.org.uk e
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https://www.facebook.com/ChangeworksUK?__cft__[0]=AZb5nCeR8WRRnSSvWSNMIrMYpvrmLsJLAZwe3f2YEcSxWblFswnUPpOhxOxqNgpEyVm3IA4HxNpvXsy9esDJ6wSxWGlzBGm-jBuS1QEkxyOjKZVl0BDHPX4YTIgJuZtWJ5LUi3W8HPIvFsCSRsFsflTl&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/news/tomintoul-wildflower-meadow/
https://rare-inverts-rspb.hub.arcgis.com/pages/small-scabious-mining-bee
https://rare-inverts-rspb.hub.arcgis.com/pages/small-scabious-mining-bee
mailto:rare.invertebrates@rspb.org.uk.
mailto:annie.ives@rspb.org.uk
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Elgin Oakwood Bioblitz

Update

A heartfelt thank you to all who participated in
the Elgin Oakwood BioBlitz! Together, we
recorded 116 species, including:
e 15 tree species
27 insect species
50 plant and wildflower species
7 mammal species
17 bird species

This showcases the rich biodiversity in even
an urban area. We're awaiting an updated
species list from NESBReC, which may provide
more records.

Consider conducting your own BioBlitz in
your garden or local greenspace. Even an
hour of wildlife recording can uncover diverse
species and aid conservation efforts.

Funding Opportunities

If you have a meadow that you would like to do something similar to Glenlivet Estate,
buy resources to build hedgehog house or swift nestsboxes or have some big plans to
help biodiversity in the North East, here are some funding opportunities that could help
you set this up.

e Projects within Aberdeenshire or Aberdeen City SEED Funding, grants up to £500
<~ More information

» Projects within Aberdeen City LEAF Funding, grants up to £3,000 <~ More
information

e Moray CAN Funding Opportunities <~ More information

* Small Eco Awards, grants between £300 and £20,000 <~ More information

v
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https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/get-involved-in-biodiversity/citizen-science/how-to-organise-a-bioblitz/
https://nescan.org/the-seed-fund/
https://nescan.org/fund-leaf/
https://nescan.org/fund-leaf/
https://www.moraycan.org.uk/apply-now
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/news/call-for-your-community-take-a-small-step-for-the-environment-small-eco-awards-is-now-open-to-applications
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Upcoming Events

e Restoring the River South Esk - Landscape Scale Wetland & River Restoration
(lessons learned), Field event, 21st August, 10:30-13:30 <~ Book here

CIEEM Scotland Conference: Fieldwork Futures: Innovations in Ecological Practice,
Glasgow, 29th September, time TBC <~ Book here (LinkedIn post)

» Aberdeenshire Council Countryside Rangers <~ Upcoming Events

« Aberdeen City Council Countryside Rangers <~ Upcoming_Events

« NESBReC <~ Upcoming _Events.

e Tomintoul village is turning 250 and has lots of events happening. <~ Keep up

date on whats happening._

Other Updates

e Download our Wild About Garden Booklet to start your wildlife gardening
journey

e NESBIP Big_5: Learn how to take action and protect Hedgehog, Swift, Northern
Damselfly, Mixed Native Hedgerow Species and Native Willow Species.

e Citizen Science is incredibly important as it helps us have a better idea of how nature
is doing <~ Learn how to get involved

e Watch our video on the importance of biological recording in North East Scotland and
how you can get involved <~ Watch it here

e Did you miss our previous newsletter and would like to catch up? Find them on our
website <~ NESBiP Monthly Newsletter

Abbie's Favourite Photo of

the month!

With all the bad that has happened the last few weeks due to wildfires, I thought I'd add
a new addition to the newsletter to keep us going. This beauitful set of photos is from
Ian Talboys who said he’d watched this blackbird couple feeding on his native
hedgerow. A prime example of build it and they shall come!
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https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Digital-Version-Top-tips-for-wildlife-gardeners.pdf
https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/our-biodiversity-in-the-north-east-of-scotland/nesbip-big-5/
https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/get-involved-in-biodiversity/citizen-science/
https://youtu.be/PmOfOH9hsXY
https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/news/nesbip-monthly-newsletter/?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9kdiybMVOHzrwDOiBEGyD6H5pum9BwzGjTXlnwiX4DvBWpJ2iY_qNfdElNpxHZu4lOqnbd
https://events.cieem.net/events/details/?id=45941b47-a013-43bc-b935-65b92ebef0e9
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/chartered-institute-of-ecology-and-environmental-management-cieem-_fieldwork-futures-2026-cieem-scotland-conference-activity-7473359096260300800-Kgp0?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAAm2dfgBf5uOH5S11Z91PIdODlB-TQkl1Vk
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/aberdeenshire-council-ranger-service-18556211547?_gl=1*lsa4j5*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTU0NzU5NDY4LjE3NTA5NTM5NzQ.*_ga_TQVES5V6SH*czE3NTA5NTM5NzMkbzEkZzEkdDE3NTA5NTQwMjMkajEwJGwwJGgw
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/aberdeen-city-council-countryside-ranger-service-18538557830?_gl=1*1eakvyi*_up*MQ..*_ga*MzM1MTk0NDUzLjE3NTA5NTQxMzM.*_ga_TQVES5V6SH*czE3NTA5NTQxMzMkbzEkZzAkdDE3NTA5NTQxMzMkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/north-east-scotland-biological-records-centre-61064458853
https://www.facebook.com/Tomintoul250
https://www.facebook.com/Tomintoul250
https://www.facebook.com/Tomintoul250

	Aberdeen City Wide Bioblitz happening soon!
	Could heatwaves be affecting our bumblebees?
	New blog from the Aberdeen Marine Mammal Project!
	Read it here

	NESBiP Wildflower & Scything Workshops
	Tomintoul Wildflower Meadow Update - Collect your seeds!
	Learn more about the meadow here.

	Could the Small Scabious Mining Bee be hiding on Deeside?
	Find out more and view potential survey areas.

	Elgin Oakwood Bioblitz Update
	Funding Opportunities
	Citizen Science is incredibly important as it helps us have a better idea of how nature is doing 👉 Learn how to get involved

