
NESBiP’s 2025 Wrapped

NESBiP March 2026 Update
Nature in North East
Scotland Seminar –

Video Sessions &
Highlights
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Across North East Scotland, communities, land
managers, conservation organisations and
volunteers are working every day to help
nature recover. Our recent Nature in North
East Scotland: Connected, Expanded,
Resilient, Protected seminar with co-hosts
NESCAN Hub. brought these stories together
in one place. Showcasing real, practical action
already happening across our region.

Thank you again for everyone who joined us on
the day. You are the reason we keep going!

Read our highlights and watch the
seminar.

How to Support Nature
and Just Transition in

North East Scotland

On Saturday 21  March, Abbie attended the
Regional Assemebly for the Just Transition
Communities Project (JTCP). Mainly to learn more
about what Just Transition actually means, but
also to be a voice for biodiversity in the
discussions. 

st

Often biodiversity and nature gets forgotten
about in the conversion of Just Transition. This
inspired Abbie to write five ways biodiversity can
support a just transition. 

Read it here
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https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/
https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/our-biodiversity-in-the-north-east-of-scotland/nesbip-big-5/
https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/news/nature-in-north-east-scotland-seminar/
https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/news/nature-in-north-east-scotland-seminar/
https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/news/nature-in-north-east-scotland-seminar/
http://www.nescan.org/
https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/news/watch-nature-in-north-east-scotland-seminar/
https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/news/watch-nature-in-north-east-scotland-seminar/
https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/news/support-just-transition-nature/


Citizen Science

I had the pleasure of presenting the NESBiP Big 5 at the NESBReC's Recorders
Forum on Saturday 28th March. 

The room was buzzing with energy, filled with dedicated biological recorders and
organisations from across the North East. It was also a fantastic opportunity to
learn more about what people need from NESBiP. Particularly around development
and how we can better support planning-related biodiversity work.

Here are a few of my favourite takeaways from the day:
Every wildlife record matters, even the most common species provide vital
insights.
Once an area is clear of Grey Squirrels for 2 years, it means they are officially
eradicated from that area!
Try the 100 Plant Challenge! Beginners are encouraged to learn 100 plant
species really well. A great foundation for building ID confidence.
Seagrass is seriously cool and we should all get out and record it more often.
Don’t overlook our nocturnal “nightmare wildlife". Modern tech makes
collecting nighttime data easier than ever.
New to birdwatching? The BTO’s Birds in Greenspace project is a brilliant entry
point for beginners.
Your records influence planning decisions. If sightings aren’t submitted,
planners won’t know what’s there and important species may miss out on
protection. Always record, always submit!

Overall, it was a day packed with fascinating talks, inspiring discussions, and a
shared passion for the biodiversity of North East Scotland. The room was filled
with curiosity, collaboration, and enthusiasm.

Learn more about why biological recording is important and how you can
get involved. 
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NESBReC Recorders
Forum 

https://www.facebook.com/NESBReC?__cft__[0]=AZbSL2xzCV5EhF6LY2_APcUrZdBKEdUhV41yBred4s5bj2Uq7Sj6Xa7V3iUUil9hzm1LXAHd2Ic_mj_BowYfrxMAhOYVNHJwSDMI2pc3V4dll42HDOqGbaAI0IM_7-wTVczg4SwInKjFmWxwMnzXmI_N&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/get-involved-in-biodiversity/north-east-scotland-biological-records-centre-nesbrec/
https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/get-involved-in-biodiversity/north-east-scotland-biological-records-centre-nesbrec/
https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/get-involved-in-biodiversity/north-east-scotland-biological-records-centre-nesbrec/


Citizen Science
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Galumphing with the Seals of
Forvie: Tales of a drone

internship by Chris Jenkins

Here is another excellent update from SRUC PhD
Student Claire and her brilliant team of interns. 

This blog is full of highs and lows (mainly because
of the January snows!).

Read the latest update here
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Scotland's Fourth
Land Use Strategy:

2026-2031

Scotland’s Fourth Land Use Strategy (2026–
2031) is out now! 

The strategy sets a new vision for how
Scotland will use and care for its land over the
next five years. Supporting nature, climate
action, communities, and the places wildlife
depends on.

Read it here

Save the Date -
Aberdeen City-Wide

BioBlitz
Friday 14  Augustth

An Aberdeen City‑Wide BioBlitz is coming
soon, with guided wildlife walks planned across
the city. We’ll also be encouraging everyone to
get involved by recording the wildlife they see
in their own gardens or local greenspaces. 

More information will follow soon.

Learn more about how to run a BioBlitz. 
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https://aberdeenmarinemammalproject.blogspot.com/2026/03/galumphing-with-seals-of-forvie-tales.html?fbclid=IwY2xjawQ3WC5leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFNaGpBb2FFQUQweFFybURqc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQPNTE0NzcxNTY5MjI4MDYxAAEeg4Mnne49Gnav0om8N54vzfxtLcmWoRbR_pnmFg2CqwqLNjEkHcrW2IB-EzE_aem_YWhgEg6lxJjwbRlVuYwjrw
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scotlands-fourth-land-use-strategy-2026-2031/?fbclid=IwY2xjawQ3WE5leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFNaGpBb2FFQUQweFFybURqc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQPNTE0NzcxNTY5MjI4MDYxAAEe7JJHj21-3LEC2bCKxGVViK6SGFz2kaYsHeLLec4kD8oYHip62V1QRkbRJNg_aem_zalcqki7gRlz_npjb7X5dw
https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/get-involved-in-biodiversity/citizen-science/how-to-organise-a-bioblitz/
https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/get-involved-in-biodiversity/citizen-science/how-to-organise-a-bioblitz/
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Aberdeen City Nature
Challenge

Join the Aberdeen City Nature Challenge from
24th to 27th April 2026. 

City Nature Challenge is a global challenge
encouraging everyone to photograph and record
nature using the free iNaturalist App.

Find out more, and how your records help
NESBReC

UK Bumblees Still in
Decline

New BeeWalk results indicate that UK
bumblebees are still struggling despite a year
of ideal weather. Out of 24 species, 15 are
below average, with declines in familiar types
like Red-tailed and White-tailed bumblebees.
However, the Blaeberry bumblebee had its
best year on record, showcasing the benefits
of targeted conservation efforts. Read the full
report.

More information on supporting native
plants and wildflowers.
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Bugs Matter - How to
take part

Bugs Matter offers a simple way to help monitor
insect declines. 

From 1 April to 30 September, participants record
the insects found on their car number plate using
the free Bugs Matter app  quick, easy, and open to
anyone. Each submission supports an international
effort to track long‑term insect population trends. 

Watch to learn more. 

For more citizen science opportunities.

https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/projects/city-nature-challenge-2026-aberdeen/
https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/projects/city-nature-challenge-2026-aberdeen/
https://www.bumblebeeconservation.org/news/uk-bumblebees-still-struggling-despite-a-year-of-ideal-weather-conditions/?fbclid=IwY2xjawQ3XzZleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFNaGpBb2FFQUQweFFybURqc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQPNTE0NzcxNTY5MjI4MDYxAAEeFfWmfwXt5W1Vl04JuuXZO8fKz6w-2qY9EBBCXJUkwjV1P6FQlpg7Lkr4Igw_aem_Iw10j6cBRlP4Xp8fWSfoyw
https://www.bumblebeeconservation.org/news/uk-bumblebees-still-struggling-despite-a-year-of-ideal-weather-conditions/?fbclid=IwY2xjawQ3XzZleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFNaGpBb2FFQUQweFFybURqc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQPNTE0NzcxNTY5MjI4MDYxAAEeFfWmfwXt5W1Vl04JuuXZO8fKz6w-2qY9EBBCXJUkwjV1P6FQlpg7Lkr4Igw_aem_Iw10j6cBRlP4Xp8fWSfoyw
https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/get-involved-in-biodiversity/wildlife-gardening/native-plants-wildflowers/?fbclid=IwY2xjawQ3XzRleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFNaGpBb2FFQUQweFFybURqc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQPNTE0NzcxNTY5MjI4MDYxAAEe7JJHj21-3LEC2bCKxGVViK6SGFz2kaYsHeLLec4kD8oYHip62V1QRkbRJNg_aem_zalcqki7gRlz_npjb7X5dw
https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/get-involved-in-biodiversity/wildlife-gardening/native-plants-wildflowers/?fbclid=IwY2xjawQ3XzRleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFNaGpBb2FFQUQweFFybURqc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQPNTE0NzcxNTY5MjI4MDYxAAEe7JJHj21-3LEC2bCKxGVViK6SGFz2kaYsHeLLec4kD8oYHip62V1QRkbRJNg_aem_zalcqki7gRlz_npjb7X5dw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ob4M6iyhOe0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ob4M6iyhOe0
https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/get-involved-in-biodiversity/citizen-science/
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 New Hedgehog
Hibernation Research

Ever wondered what our hedgehogs get up to
during winter? New research by PhD student has
taken a deep dive into the hibernation patterns of
hedgehogs in north‑west England and the results
are fascinating! 

This research helps us understand how hedgehogs
respond to milder winters, habitat change, and
climate pressures, a crucial insight for protecting
one of NESBiP’s Big 5 species.

Read the full article

Have your say -
Aberdeenshire Nature

Networks

The Draft Aberdeenshire Nature Network is now open for public consultation, inviting
your views from 23 March to 1 May 2026.

The network aims to strengthen nature recovery by identifying key corridors that
improve ecological connectivity and resilience across Aberdeenshire.
 Visit the project page to explore the draft map and share your feedback to help shape a
more nature‑rich Aberdeenshire

Have your say
Learn more about what a Nature Network is

NatureScot’s Big
Biodiversity Layer - BBL

Two

NatureScot has launched Big Biodiversity Layer Two, highlighting near‑natural and
recovering ecosystems that are under‑represented in Scotland’s protected areas. This
follows Big Biodiversity Layer One, which mapped biodiversity value to support
Scotland’s 30x30 ambitions.

Find Big Biodiversity Layer Two here

https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/our-biodiversity-in-the-north-east-of-scotland/nesbip-big-5/
https://www.hedgehogstreet.org/research-hibernation-patterns/?fbclid=IwY2xjawQ3Yy5leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFNaGpBb2FFQUQweFFybURqc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQPNTE0NzcxNTY5MjI4MDYxAAEeg4Mnne49Gnav0om8N54vzfxtLcmWoRbR_pnmFg2CqwqLNjEkHcrW2IB-EzE_aem_YWhgEg6lxJjwbRlVuYwjrw
https://naturenetworks.scot/what-are-nature-networks/nature-networks-explained/
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/fc87c2aaa44942099df4c32f97ecdd6e
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/df3c4a58ba264bbbb85cbd0da2cb498b


Volunteer and inspire future generations 👉 More information
Green jobs resource 👉 More information
Join the Nature-Friendly Farming Network 👉 More information
NESBiP Big 5: Learn how to take action and protect Hedgehog, Swift, Northern
Damselfly, Mixed Native Hedgerow Species and Native Willow Species.
Wild About Your Garden booklets 👉 You can download a copy here. 
NESBiP is on Instagram 👉  Follow us, tag us in your biodiversity photos and
share our posts
Did you miss our previous newsletter and would like to catch up? Find them on our
website 👉 NESBiP Monthly Newsletter

Upcoming Events

Other Updates

 Free the Trees: Aikey Brae Stone Circle Conservation Day. Thursday 9  April, 10:00
- 14:00. 👉 Find out more

th

Tree Identification course (for students only). Wednesday 22  April, 10:30 - 15:00.
👉 Find out more

nd

Reviving the River Calder: A Nature-Based Blueprint for Biodiversity and Climate
Resilience, Glen Banchor, Newtonmore. Thursday 14  May, 10:00 - 12:00. 👉Find
out more

th

Aberdeenshire Council Countryside Rangers  👉  Upcoming Events
Aberdeen City Council Countryside Rangers  👉   Upcoming Events
NESBReC 👉 Upcoming Events.
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http://www.instagram.com/nesbip_
http://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/
mailto:nesbip@hutton.ac.uk
http://www.facebook.com/nesbip
http://www.youtube.com/@nesbip
https://www.inspiringthefuture.org/
https://greenjobsfornature.org/?fbclid=IwY2xjawQ3Z6pleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFNaGpBb2FFQUQweFFybURqc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHl1896n3ZAAWm4S6Fe7Dl2Y00TO8Z_dIzMHSw0o3vpXAq64GLfm1w5G-WBnP_aem_iSCLx7px-xCVcaZSqtcLlw
https://www.nffn.org.uk/register
https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/our-biodiversity-in-the-north-east-of-scotland/nesbip-big-5/
https://tinyurl.com/mrxfskzj
https://www.instagram.com/nesbip_/
https://www.instagram.com/nesbip_/
https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/news/nesbip-monthly-newsletter/?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9kdiybMVOHzrwDOiBEGyD6H5pum9BwzGjTXlnwiX4DvBWpJ2iY_qNfdElNpxHZu4lOqnbd
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/free-the-trees-aikey-brae-stone-circle-conservation-day-tickets-1986053917731?fbclid=IwY2xjawQ3ZvdleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFNaGpBb2FFQUQweFFybURqc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHjlzaXpTVvlKemwvPEHrDOHNDAanC04shuFZqt2cLS-ErDqDHJKMe0O4xmRk_aem_8z2MFqswCnUECD8o2nAkDA
https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Tree-ID-Training-Course-University-of-Aberdeen_Seaton-Park-April-22nd-2026-1.pdf
https://events.cieem.net/events/details/?id=4c591804-f5af-4a1f-9a06-4f7d9be42130
https://events.cieem.net/events/details/?id=4c591804-f5af-4a1f-9a06-4f7d9be42130
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/aberdeenshire-council-ranger-service-18556211547?_gl=1*lsa4j5*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTU0NzU5NDY4LjE3NTA5NTM5NzQ.*_ga_TQVES5V6SH*czE3NTA5NTM5NzMkbzEkZzEkdDE3NTA5NTQwMjMkajEwJGwwJGgw
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/aberdeen-city-council-countryside-ranger-service-18538557830?_gl=1*1eakvyi*_up*MQ..*_ga*MzM1MTk0NDUzLjE3NTA5NTQxMzM.*_ga_TQVES5V6SH*czE3NTA5NTQxMzMkbzEkZzAkdDE3NTA5NTQxMzMkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/north-east-scotland-biological-records-centre-61064458853
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