
NESBiP December 2025 Update

NESBiP’s Hibernation
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Merry Christmas and Happy December to those that don’t
celebrate! 

The NESBiP team are taking a break from Wednesday 24
December until Monday 5  January. Our social media and
emails will not be monitored during this time. 

th

th

Our Wildlife Gardening Facebook Group is a fantastic
place to ask any questions. Our website also has a
search function to help find your biodiversity query. 

Looking for easy, positive ways to help
wildlife in the year ahead? We’ve shared 5
nature-based New Year’s resolutions that
anyone can take part in — whether you have
a garden, a balcony, or simply enjoy
spending time outdoors. 

Every action counts — and together we can
help nature thrive.

Read our blog

5 Nature-Based New Year’s
Resolutions - NESBiP Blog

As the NESBiP 2025 Season concludes, we reflect on a remarkable year, thanking
everyone for their support in promoting local biodiversity. Highlights include:

Co-hosted a seminar with Nescan Hub, attracting 100 participants.
Delivered 11 wildflower and scything workshops with 178 attendees.
Collaborated on two BioBlitz events and participated in two others.
Achieved 3.9K Facebook followers, 200 newsletter subscribers, and launched a new
Instagram account.
Supplied 12 camera traps to schools and communities.
Participated in 4 planting events, offering guidance to local communities.

We look forward to an exciting 2026! Watch our little recap here. 

NESBiP’s 2025 Wrapped
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https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/
https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/our-biodiversity-in-the-north-east-of-scotland/nesbip-big-5/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/NorthEastScotlandWildlifeGardening
https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nesbiodiversity.org.uk%2Fnews%2F5-nature-based-new-years-resolutions%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExZHB4SUl4bHk5NjE3U01ZVnNydGMGYXBwX2lkDzUxNDc3MTU2OTIyODA2MQABHroxztl33aI7U1yyEpRvMhSqKOcTEnLS7jyw1E19mT_PRoJk0M17lXZ4ZCJo_aem_D250HH8AQ0u_b2EiXqAydg&h=AT2klNI5RBeKpDSZS5gBXn3lneboweI-KFQpyF9WxxmbruLJgii7UyVeVgEVoJK0I315vSoi65ESbQd9itTCID-VjB_Af5d8ZIaJhNXriDX0pDK_4XlbnSbFPdPuG9CF0StgB4gmY6QElg&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT1AeQ2CrCyJfOZyh3RC-8wDqmCcb15Ot6PIYxiPv-0cPJiuwkaAypz6isIKBW1LRKXwn2fGDWjVm1s5dK2Kgv9hNhZmyF0dZIGLawxtGz-Kstjht-AqkuNtIeARDu4jPJw1fZgEetrxgutlSbyAxqwd7jTd9zDszpsDQnYCeQ
https://youtube.com/shorts/tSd91PhgV_Q?feature=share
https://youtube.com/shorts/tSd91PhgV_Q?feature=share


Citizen Science

Page 2 of 5

Save the Date
NESBReC Recorder’s

Forum 2026

Date: 28th March 2026
Time: 10am - 3pm
Location: ZG18 Lecture Theatre, Zoology
Building, University of Aberdeen, AB24 2TY

NESBReC would also like to take this
opportunity to remind anyone that hasn't sent
in their records for 2025, the upcoming holiday
period would be an ideal time to do so! Find
out how.

Invitation to Participate
Atlantic Salmon Restoration

Semi-Structed Interviews

The River Dee Trust have been working with
Lauren McElroy, a PhD Candidate from the
University of Waterloo (Canada) who is examining
how organisations engage with young people in
Atlantic salmon restoration activities as part of
her doctoral research. She is looking to undertake
semi-structured interviews over Zoom with those
working with young people across the River Dee
as a case study, alongside a local case study
being undertaken on the Morell River in Canada.

More details and how to contact Lauren

Save the Date! - Spring
Seminar 2026

Mark your calendar and save the date for NESBiP and NESCAN Hub’s Spring Seminar!
This years theme Nature Connections.

📆 Friday 6th March 2026
📍The James Hutton Institute, Aberdeen

Bookings open on 19  January th
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https://nesbrec.org.uk/recording-services/
https://nesbrec.org.uk/recording-services/
https://144845074.fs1.hubspotusercontent-eu1.net/hubfs/144845074/Restoring%20Connections_Interviews_RecruitmentEmail.pdf
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Wee Forests in North East
Scotland - Guest Blog

Ever wondered how much impact a tiny forest
can make? 
Mike Raby from SRUC dived deep into the
Miyawaki Method, spending his Honours
project studying Wee Forests across North East
Scotland — measuring growth, tracking
carbon, and uncovering the powerful benefits
of these mini-woodlands.
Want to see what he found after countless
hours among the trees? 

Read our latest guest blog 

The Secret Gardener:
Jobs to do in your

garden in December

Butterfly Conservation’s latest Secret
Gardener blog shares simple, seasonal jobs to
do in December—from planning wildlife-
friendly planting to small changes that make a
big difference for nature. A quick, inspiring
read for anyone who loves gardening with
wildlife in mind.

Read it here
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Bugs Matter results are in

The 2025 Bugs Matter survey shows a serious decline in flying insects in the UK, with a
59% drop in numbers on vehicle number plates over five years and an average annual
decline of 19% since 2021. This alarming trend highlights the crucial role insects play in
ecosystems and emphasizes the urgent need for action.

Full details here.

https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/news/wee-forests-in-north-east-scotland/
https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/news/wee-forests-in-north-east-scotland/
https://butterfly-conservation.org/news-and-blog/the-secret-gardener-jobs-to-do-in-your-garden-in-december
https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/get-involved/our-projects/bugs-matter?utm_source=dotdigital&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=3949598_Bugs%20Matter%202025%20survey%20results_participants&dm_i=7LJG,2CNJ2,42L0YM,4M9L9,1&fbclid=IwY2xjawOvmPxleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFkcHhJSXhseTk2MTdTTVlWc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQPNTE0NzcxNTY5MjI4MDYxAAEeaYiGrK4KPaQvIkQBtytEp5RfjDsfvtJIUrPKoolKYo_CoxjS3U9KHKrwq30_aem_kKkrZjBLFlDunXC9jBqilQ


Draft Moray Council Biodiversity Strategy - Extended deadline to 4th January
All public bodies in Scotland have a duty to take positive action and decisions around
nature as they carry out their responsibilities. The draft Biodiversity Strategy brings
together the many areas of work which Moray Council impacts on, influences, or
benefits from nature
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Have your say!

Draft Climate Change Plan (CCP)
Deadline: 29  January th

The draft CCP sets out how the Scottish government aims to meet its emissions-
reduction targets. However, it’s not only about cutting emissions, but also about how
Scotland makes these changes. The plan will play an essential role in shaping a fairer,
greener future, and the Scottish Government wants to hear from communities about
whether it feels fair and what may be needed to make it work in real life.

SEED Fund (Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire)
The Seed Fund is designed for small community projects. Any local not-for-profit
community-led organisation, with an annual income under £50,000 that is based in
Aberdeen City or Aberdeenshire can apply. In some cases, we can accept applications
from individuals on behalf of informal groups.

Apply for grants up to £500.

Funding

Proposed Moray Nature Network
Moray Council’s draft Biodiversity Strategy incorporates the proposed Moray Nature
Network; a strategic plan to connect and restore nature across Moray that is relevant
to anyone interested in nature, or who may impact it through their activities. 

Interactive mapping can be viewed in the Proposed Moray Nature Network story
map. 

https://engage.moray.gov.uk/biodiversity-strategy#:~:text=The%20draft%20Biodiversity%20Strategy%20brings,play%20areas%2C%20and%20core%20paths
https://engage.moray.gov.uk/biodiversity-strategy#:~:text=The%20draft%20Biodiversity%20Strategy%20brings,play%20areas%2C%20and%20core%20paths
https://trackingservice.monday.com/tracker/link?token=eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJvcmlnaW5hbFVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vY29uc3VsdC5nb3Yuc2NvdC9lbmVyZ3ktYW5kLWNsaW1hdGUtY2hhbmdlLWRpcmVjdG9yYXRlL2RyYWZ0LWNsaW1hdGUtY2hhbmdlLXBsYW4vIiwiZW1haWxJZCI6IjVhZDU0YmVkLWNjYWMtNDY1ZS05ZGJkLWIyMWVkOTNiNTI5NSIsImlhdCI6MTc2NTM1OTk4OH0.mlMAn14GyCxw2P0wbKQCEiIxT5cYF2qAIYwk83_fTxw&r=euc1
https://nescan.org/the-seed-fund/
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/collections/6501adeb76fd42ed8c807ba933d2b36b?item=4
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/collections/6501adeb76fd42ed8c807ba933d2b36b?item=4


Growing community power through green space webinar 👉 Watch it here
North Sea gas platform powered by offshore wind in industry first 👉 Read it here
Covid-19 Pandemic created 2020 ‘year of the quiet ocean’ 👉 Read it here
Join NESBiP’s Camera Trap Loan scheme, borrow a camera trap for up to 3 months
with us. Pop us an email to find out more. 
Join the NES Mammal Network 👉 FREE membership registration
Join the Nature-Friendly Farming Network 👉 More information
NESBiP Big 5: Learn how to take action and protect Hedgehog, Swift, Northern
Damselfly, Mixed Native Hedgerow Species and Native Willow Species.
Wild About Your Garden booklets 👉 You can download a copy here. 
NESBiP is on Instagram 👉  Follow us, tag us in your biodiversity photos and
share our posts
Did you miss our previous newsletter and would like to catch up? Find them on our
website 👉 NESBiP Monthly Newsletter

Upcoming Events

Other Updates

Land use strategies across the UK, Online. Tuesday 13th January. 12:30 - 13:30. 👉
Book your place
Coastal Future 2026, Online or London. Wednesday 28  & Thursday 29  January, all
day 👉 Book your place

th th

Arable Futures, Invergowrie. Tuesday 24  February, 9:30 - 16:40  👉  Book your
place

th

Nature Towns and Cities 2026 events 👉 Find out more
Wildlife Gardening Talks at Aberdeenshire Libraries 👉 Find out more
Aberdeenshire Council Countryside Rangers  👉  Upcoming Events
Aberdeen City Council Countryside Rangers  👉   Upcoming Events
NESBReC 👉 Upcoming Events.
A brand new film club in Peterhead, and it’s free to attend! 👉 Friends of the Earth
Reel Change
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http://www.instagram.com/nesbip_
http://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/
mailto:nesbip@hutton.ac.uk
http://www.facebook.com/nesbip
http://www.youtube.com/@nesbip
https://naturetownsandcities.org.uk/webinar/growing-community-power-through-green-space/
https://www.cmscoms.com/?p=45983
https://www.cmscoms.com/?p=45989
https://bit.ly/42ILR0o
https://www.nffn.org.uk/register
https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/our-biodiversity-in-the-north-east-of-scotland/nesbip-big-5/
https://tinyurl.com/mrxfskzj
https://www.instagram.com/nesbip_/
https://www.instagram.com/nesbip_/
https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/news/nesbip-monthly-newsletter/?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9kdiybMVOHzrwDOiBEGyD6H5pum9BwzGjTXlnwiX4DvBWpJ2iY_qNfdElNpxHZu4lOqnbd
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/land-use-strategies-across-the-uk-tickets-1977704796284?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://site.corsizio.com/event/68a5f42064a7105bd6c5db83
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/arable-futures-tickets-1976460372178?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/arable-futures-tickets-1976460372178?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://naturetownsandcities.org.uk/events-calendar/
https://naturetownsandcities.org.uk/events-calendar/
https://aberdeenshire.spydus.co.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/ENQ/WPAC/EVSESENQ/121811262?QRY=(ESD01%5C%3C%20EVD03%5CENV)%20%2B%20EVSCFLG:0%20%2B%20EVSEDTE:%22%3E=TODAY%22&QRYTEXT=Category%20-%20Nature%20and%20Environment&SORTS=ESD.SDTE]ESD.STIM
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/aberdeenshire-council-ranger-service-18556211547?_gl=1*lsa4j5*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTU0NzU5NDY4LjE3NTA5NTM5NzQ.*_ga_TQVES5V6SH*czE3NTA5NTM5NzMkbzEkZzEkdDE3NTA5NTQwMjMkajEwJGwwJGgw
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/aberdeen-city-council-countryside-ranger-service-18538557830?_gl=1*1eakvyi*_up*MQ..*_ga*MzM1MTk0NDUzLjE3NTA5NTQxMzM.*_ga_TQVES5V6SH*czE3NTA5NTQxMzMkbzEkZzAkdDE3NTA5NTQxMzMkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/north-east-scotland-biological-records-centre-61064458853
https://foe.scot/reelchange/?fbclid=IwY2xjawLKUZFleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFBUkhQNHlYYU5DZWVjUFpoAR70OoB4SABRTFklgLTn3imR7xtUWm9kxH3ilHq02L-f21zXvQbC6bYyxbdQsw_aem_NXmj4EjoGWjX1bAs5a5cwA
https://foe.scot/reelchange/?fbclid=IwY2xjawLKUZFleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFBUkhQNHlYYU5DZWVjUFpoAR70OoB4SABRTFklgLTn3imR7xtUWm9kxH3ilHq02L-f21zXvQbC6bYyxbdQsw_aem_NXmj4EjoGWjX1bAs5a5cwA

