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WƘŀǘ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ Χ ΨƧǳǎǘ ǎǘƻǇ ƳƻǿƛƴƎΩ



WƘŀǘ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ Χ ΨtƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƭ ƳŜŀŘƻǿǎ ƳƛȄΩ



An ecological approach to amenity grass management

Å If we can control the amount grass grows in the first place, 

we will have less to cut

Å If we have less to cut, mowing should cost us less, and we 

can spend more time on other jobs, and

Å There will be more biodiversity because more species thrive 

in poorer soils

Å Response to austerity; óClimate Emergencyô; C- reduction 

targets; topsoil conservation; response to public 

awareness; and decline in widespread butterflies & moths



Which butterfly and moth species would benefit north of the border?



Can we control the factors that make grass grow?  

Rainfall ïno control  Sunshine ïno control  

Temperature 

ïno control  

Soil fertility ï

we can control  



What does soil fertility do to grassland?  

Thick topsoil
ςcoarse grasses dominate
ςhigh fertility
ςfew gaps for germination

Thin topsoil / no topsoil
ςfine grasses & herbs
ςlow fertility
ςplenty gaps for germination



Happy coincidence  

Our best 
grasslands for 
wildflowers, bees 
and butterflies 
develop on the 
poorest soils

Lots of plants are 
able to compete 
for what 
nutrients are 
available

Coarse grasses 
ŎŀƴΩǘ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜ



Construction: Weymouth Relief Road, Dorset
2009 ς2011



SEED MIX

/ǊŜǎǘŜŘ 5ƻƎΩǎ-tail 

Red Fescue 

Sheep's Fescue 

Yarrow

Greater Knapweed

Common Mouse-ear 

Rough Hawkbit

Oxeye Daisy 

Bird's-foot trefoil 

Wild Marjoram 

Cowslip 

Yellow Rattle 

Salad Burnet 

Black Knapweed 

Wild Carrot 

Lady's Bedstraw 

Kidney Vetch 

Horseshoe Vetch 

Bee Orchid 

Pyramidal Orchid 

!ǳǘǳƳƴ [ŀŘȅΩǎ 

Tresses 
±ƛǇŜǊΩǎ .ǳƎƭƻǎǎ

5ŜǾƛƭΩǎ-bit Scabious

Small Scabious

Field Scabious

Low fertility verges designed in
15mm topsoil or no topsoil
Wildflower seed hand sown
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